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METHOD FOR MANUFACTURING STATOR,
APPARATUS FOR MANUFACTURING
STATOR, AND STATOR

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit of Japanese Patent
Application No. 2011-284276filed on Dec. 26, 2011, the
disclosures of which is incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE PRESENT INVENTION

The present invention relates to a method for manufactur-
ing a stator including a substrate for connection to coils, an
apparatus for manufacturing a stator, and a stator.

A conventional motor includes coils wound around an
annular stator core. Each coil includes a winding-initiating
ends and winding-terminating end that form lead lines, which
are drawn out from one axial end of the stator core. The lead
lines are electrically connected to, for example, a substrate
arranged on one axial side of the stator core. The substrate
electrically connects predetermined ones of the coils. Further,
the coils are supplied with excitation current through the
substrate.

Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publication No. 06-233505
describes an example of a method for manufacturing such a
stator including a substrate. The method uses L-shaped pins
to connect lead lines of coils to a substrate arranged at one
axial side of the stator core. The stator core includes radially
extending teeth and is covered by an insulator. Pins are
arranged on one axial end of the insulator. Each pin includes
a distal portion, or horizontal portion, extending toward the
inner side of the stator core along the radial direction of the
stator core. When coils are wound around the teeth from
above the insulator by a nozzle of a coil winder, the nozzle
winds the lead lines of the coils around the horizontal portions
of the pins. After the substrate is set between the horizontal
portions and the stator core at one axial side of the stator core,
the pins are driven into the insulators to firmly join the hori-
zontal portions with the substrate. Then, the horizontal por-
tions and the lead lines wound around the horizontal portions
are soldered to electrically connect the horizontal portions,
the lead lines wound around the horizontal portions, and a
printed wiring formed on the substrate. This electrically con-
nects the lead lines to the substrate.

However, when the lead lines are connected to the substrate
by implementing the method described in the above publica-
tion, the task for arranging the pins on the insulator is difficult.
Further, the nozzle of the coil winder required to be moved to
wind the lead lines around the horizontal portions of the pins.
Thus, the movement of the nozzle is complicated. For
example, since there are a variety of wire connection patterns,
for example, the coils may be wound around the correspond-
ing teeth into a concentrated winding while connecting the
lead lines at the winding-initiating and winding-terminating
ends of each coil to the substrate. In this case, a large number
of lead lines, which is two times the number of the coils, are
wound around the horizontal portions of the pins. This lowers
the manufacturing efficiency of the stator.

SUMMARY OF THE PRESENT INVENTION

It is an object of the present invention to provide a method
for manufacturing a stator, an apparatus for manufacturing a
stator, and a stator that allows for each connection of coil lead
wires to a substrate.
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A first aspect of the present invention is a method for
manufacturing a stator. The method includes preparing an
annular stator core having a circumferential direction, a radial
direction, and an axial direction and including a plurality of
teeth arranged in the circumferential direction; and preparing
a plurality of coils respectively wound around the teeth. The
coils include a plurality of lead lines drawn in a drawing
direction toward outside from one axial end of the stator core.
The method further includes preparing a substrate that is
arranged to face the one axial end of the stator core. The
substrate includes a plurality of connecting portions extend-
ing through the substrate in a thickness direction of the sub-
strate and electrically connected to the lead lines, respec-
tively. The method further includes positioning the substrate
and the lead lines so that distal portions of the lead lines are
separated in a separation direction from the corresponding
connecting portions. The separation direction is at least one of
the radial direction and the circumferential direction. The
method also includes preparing a plurality of positioning jigs,
each including a recessed restraining portion that receives one
of'the lead lines. The restraining portion includes an opening
directed in a direction opposite to the separation direction of
the corresponding lead line. The restraining portion, when
receiving the lead line, allows movement of the lead line
along the drawing direction and restricts movement of the
lead line in a direction orthogonal to the separation direction
that differs from the drawing direction. Additionally, the
method includes inserting the lead lines into the restraining
portions by moving the positioning jigs in the direction oppo-
site to the separation direction; aligning the distal portions of
the lead lines with the corresponding connecting portions in
the radial direction and the circumferential direction using the
positioning jigs; inserting the lead lines into the correspond-
ing connecting portions; and electrically connecting the lead
lines, which are inserted into the connecting portions, to the
connecting portions.

A second aspect of the present invention is an apparatus for
manufacturing a stator. The stator includes an annular stator
core having a circumferential direction, a radial direction, and
an axial direction and including a plurality of teeth arranged
in the circumferential direction. Coils are respectively wound
around the teeth. The coils include a plurality of lead lines
drawn in a drawing direction toward outside from one axial
end of the stator core. A substrate is arranged to face the one
axial end of the stator core. The substrate includes a plurality
of connecting portions extending through the substrate in a
thickness direction of the substrate and electrically connected
to the lead lines, respectively. The apparatus includes a sub-
strate holding tool that positions the substrate to face the one
axial end of the stator core. The substrate holding tool holds
the substrate so that distal portions of the lead lines are sepa-
rated in a separation direction from the corresponding con-
necting portions. The separation direction is at least one of the
radial direction and the circumferential direction. Positioning
jigs each include a recessed restraining portion that receives
one of the lead lines. The restraining portion includes an
opening directed in a direction opposite to the separation
direction of the corresponding lead line. The restraining por-
tion, when receiving the lead line, allows movement of the
lead line along the drawing direction and restricts movement
of the lead line in a direction orthogonal to the separation
direction that differs from the drawing direction. The posi-
tioning jigs are moved in the direction opposite to the sepa-
ration direction to insert the lead lines into the restraining
portions, and the positioning jigs then align the distal portions
of the lead lines with the corresponding connecting portions
in the radial direction and the circumferential direction.
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A third aspect of the present invention is a stator including
an annular stator core having a circumferential direction, a
radial direction, and an axial direction and including a plu-
rality of teeth arranged in the circumferential direction. Coils
are respectively wound around the teeth. The coils include a
plurality of lead lines drawn in a drawing direction toward
outside from one axial end of the stator core. A substrate is
arranged to face the one axial end of the stator core. The
substrate includes a plurality of connecting portions extend-
ing through the substrate in a thickness direction of the sub-
strate and electrically connected to the lead lines, respec-
tively. The lead lines received in the connecting portions are
electrically connected to the connecting portions in a state
contacting inner surfaces of the connecting portions.

Other aspects and advantages of the present invention will
become apparent from the following description, taken in
conjunction with the accompanying drawings, illustrating by
way of example the principles of the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention, together with objects and advantages
thereof, may best be understood by reference to the following
description of the presently preferred embodiments together
with the accompanying drawings in which:

FIG. 1 is a plan view of a stator according to one embodi-
ment of the present invention;

FIG. 2A is an exploded perspective view of the stator
illustrated in FIG. 1;

FIG. 2B is a partially enlarged view illustrating a distal
portion of a lead line illustrated in FIG. 2A;

FIG. 3 is a partially enlarged perspective view of a stator
core illustrated in FIG. 2A around which coils are wound;

FIG. 4 is an enlarged view of a positioning jig;

FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram of an apparatus for manu-
facturing the stator;

FIGS. 6A and 6B are perspective views of aholding device;

FIGS. 7 to 9 are schematic diagrams illustrating a method
for manufacturing the stator;

FIG. 10 is a perspective view of the holding device;

FIGS. 11 and 12 are schematic diagrams illustrating a
method for manufacturing the stator;

FIG. 13 isaperspective view of a substrate holding tool and
the holding device;

FIGS. 14A and 14B are enlarged sectional views of sub-
strates in a further embodiment;

FIGS. 15A to 15C are partially enlarged perspective views
of the stator core with an insulator in a further embodiment;

FIGS. 16A and 16B are partially enlarged views of posi-
tioning jigs in a further embodiment; and

FIGS. 17A and 17B are plan views of substrates in further
embodiments.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

One embodiment of the present invention will now be
described with reference to the drawings.

FIG. 1 shows a stator 1 arranged in an inner rotor brushless
motor. The stator 1 includes a stator core 2 having an annular
shape, a plurality of coils 3 (12 coils) wound around the stator
core 2, and a substrate 4 to which the coils 3 are electrically
connected.

Asillustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2A, the stator core 2 is annular
and includes twelve core segments 11, which are T-shaped as
viewed from an axial direction and circumferentially coupled
with one another. The core segments 11 each include a cou-
pling portion 11a having an arc shape when viewed from the
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4

axial direction and atooth 115 extending radially inward from
a circumferentially central part of the coupling portion 11a.
Describing the structure of the core segment 11, a plurality of
core sheets 12, each formed by pressing and punching a
magnetic steel plate into a predetermined shape are stacked so
that a thickness direction of the core sheets 12 conforms to a
central axis .1 of the coupling portions 11a. The twelve core
segments 11 are coupled with one another by joining circum-
ferential ends of coupling portions 11a of adjacent the core
segments 11. An insulator 13 covers the axial ends and inner
surface of each core segment 11. The insulator 13 is made of
an insulative synthetic resin.

A coated conductor wire 14 is around the tooth 116 of each
of'the twelve core segments 11 from above the insulator 13 to
form a coil 3. The coil 3 is wound around the tooth 115 ina
concentrated winding, and the stator 1 has the same number
of coils 3 as the number of teeth 115. The insulator 13 is
arranged between the coil 3 and the core segment 11 to
insulate the core segment 11 from the coil 3. As illustrated in
FIG. 2B, the coated conductor wire 14 is formed by coating an
electrically conductive metal wire 14a with an insulating
coating 145. The coated conductor wire 14 has a diameter of
0.3 mm.

As illustrated in FIG. 2A, lead lines 15 forming winding-
initiating and winding-terminating ends of the coils 3 are
drawn in a drawing direction toward outside from one axial
side (upper side in FIG. 2A) of the stator core 2. In this
embodiment, the drawing direction of the lead lines 15 con-
forms to the axial direction of the stator core 2. Two lead lines
15 are drawn out from each coil 3. Thus, the number of the
lead lines 15 in the stator 1 is twice the number of the coils 3.
The winding-initiating lead lines 15 and the winding-termi-
nating lead lines 15 of each coil 3 are drawn out in the axial
direction from both circumferential sides of the correspond-
ing tooth 1154 in the vicinity of the basal portion of the tooth
115. As illustrated in FIG. 2B, the insulating coating 145 is
not applied to a distal portion of each lead line 15 to expose
the metal wire 14a. The metal wire 14a is chamfered at the
distal portion of the lead line 15 so that the distal portion has
a conical shape and an outer diameter that is reduced toward
the distal end.

As illustrated in FIG. 2A, each insulator 13 has an end
surface cover 134 that covers an axial end surface (upper end
surface in FIG. 2A) of the coupling portion 11a of the corre-
sponding core segment 11. The end surface cover 13a
projects in an axial direction from the axial end surface of the
coupling portion 11a to prevent the corresponding coil 3 from
extending outward in the radial direction.

As illustrated in FIG. 3, the end surface cover 13a of each
insulator 13 has two groove-shaped end holding portions 135
extending along the axial direction. The two end holding
portions 135 are formed in each insulator 13 on both circum-
ferential sides of the corresponding tooth 115 in the vicinity
of'the basal portion of the tooth 115. The end holding portions
135 are open inward in the radial direction and toward one
axial side in the direction opposite to the core segments 11.
The end holding portion 135 has a circumferential width
substantially equal to the diameter of the coated conductor
wire 14. The radially outer side of each end holding portion
136 forms a bottom surface 13c tilted relative to the axial
direction so that the bottom surface 13¢ becomes closer to a
circumferential surface of the end surface cover 13a, that is,
the distance from the edge of the tooth 115 is increased, from
the axial side of the bottom surface 13c¢ that is closer to the
coupling portion 11a toward the other axial side of the bottom
surface 13¢ that is closer to the edge of the end surface cover
13a. As illustrated in FIG. 2A, a total of twenty-four end
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holding portions 135 are formed in the twelve insulators 13
and arranged in the circumferential direction at equal angular
intervals (at intervals of 15°) on one axial side of the stator
core 2 (side where the lead lines 15 are drawn out).

As illustrated in FIGS. 2A and 3, basal portions (root parts)
of the winding-initiating lead lines 15 and the winding-ter-
minating lead lines 15 of the respective coils 3 are fitted
(pressed) into the proximal end holding portions 136 and held
in the end holding portions 135. The basal portions of the lead
lines 15 fitted in the end holding portions 135 are thus immov-
able relative to the stator core 2 at one axial side of the stator
core 2 (upper side in FIG. 2A). Accordingly, the basal por-
tions of the lead lines 15 are fixed relative to the stator core 2.
The total of twenty-four lead lines 15 are held by the twenty-
four end holding portions 136 and arranged in the circumfer-
ential direction at equal angular intervals (intervals of 15°).
The basal portions of the lead lines 15 are fitted in the end
holding portions 135 in contact with the bottom surfaces 13¢
of the end holding portions 135. The basal portions are tilted
relative to the axial direction along the bottom surfaces 13c.

As illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2A, the substrate 4 includes a
substrate body 4a having a disc-like shape and an external
connector 4b having a rectangular plate shape and extending
radially outward from the substrate body 4a. A printed wiring
(not illustrated in the drawings) and a plurality of circuit
elements (not illustrated in the drawings) are formed on the
substrate 4. The substrate body 4a includes a total of twenty-
four connecting portions 4¢, the number of which is the same
as the lead lines 15 of the stator 1. The connecting portions 4¢
are holes extending through the substrate 4 in a thickness
direction of the substrate 4 and circular when viewed from the
axial direction. The diameter of the connecting portions 4¢ is
slightly larger than the diameter of the metal wires 14a form-
ing the coated conductor wires 14. The cross-section of each
connecting portion 4c¢ taken along a direction orthogonal to
the axial direction of the stator core 2 in the thickness direc-
tion of the substrate 4 has a uniform shape. The connecting
portions 4c¢ are electrically connected to the printed wiring
formed on the surface of the substrate 4, and predetermined
ones of the connecting portions 4¢ are connected to each other
through the printed wiring. The twenty-four connecting por-
tions 4¢ are formed in the circumferential direction at equal
angular intervals (at intervals of 15°) in the outer surface of
the substrate body 4a. The connecting portions 4¢ are formed
in the substrate body 4a so that the distance between each
connecting portion 4¢ and a radially central position of the
substrate body 4a is equal to the distance between the part of
each lead line 15 located in the axial opening of the end
holding portion 135 and the central axis [.2 of the stator core
2.

The substrate 4 is located on one axial side of the stator core
2 where the lead lines 15 are drawn out. The substrate 4 is
arranged at one axial side of the stator core 2 so that its
thickness direction conforms to the axial direction of the
stator core 2 and the radially central position of the substrate
body 4a lies along the central axis [.2 of the stator core 2.
Further, the substrate 4 is in contact with edge surfaces of the
end surface covers 13a of the twelve insulators 13. The radial
and circumferential positions of the twenty-four connecting
portions 4¢ formed in the substrate body 4a correspond to the
radial and circumferential positions of the distal portions of
the twenty-four lead lines 15. The twenty-four lead lines 15
are received in the twenty-four connecting portions 4¢ and
extend through the connecting portions 4c¢ in the axial direc-
tion. In a state in which the lead lines 15 are received in the
connecting portions 4¢ and extend inward in the radial direc-
tion from the connecting portions 4¢ in contact with inner
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surfaces of the connecting portions 4c, the lead lines 15 are
soldered and electrically connected to the connecting por-
tions 4¢. Accordingly, the twenty-four lead lines 15 are elec-
trically connected to the printed wiring, and predetermined
ones of the lead lines 15 are connected to each other through
the printed wiring. Thus, the coils 3 are connected in a desir-
able manner through the printed wiring.

A manufacturing apparatus 21 for manufacturing the stator
1 will now be described.

As illustrated in FIG. 5, the manufacturing apparatus 21
includes a base 22 having a rectangular plate-like shape. A
first driving device 23 is arranged at the right side of the base
22 as viewed in FIG. 5. The first driving device 23 is driven by
a driving force generated by, for example, a motor not illus-
trated in the drawing to move a support plate 24 coupled to an
upper section of the first driving device 23 in a Z direction.
The Z direction is a direction orthogonal to an upper surface
of the base 22, which is the vertical direction as viewed in
FIG. 5. The support plate 24 has a plate-like shape orthogonal
to the Z direction.

Aholding device 25 having an annular shape is arranged on
the support plate 24. The holding device 25 is set on the
support plate 24 so that its central axis [.3 is parallel to the Z
direction. The holding device 25 includes an annular first
holding body 31. An annular cam plate 32 is fixed to an upper
surface of the first holding body 31, more specifically, to an
end surface of the first holding body 31 at the opposite side of
the base 22 in the axial direction. The cam plate 32 has inner
and outer diameters substantially equal to inner and outer
diameters of the first holding body 31.

The cam plate 32 has a total of twelve cam recesses 33, the
number of which is equal to the number of the coils 3 in the
stator 1. The twelve cam recesses 33 are identical in shape and
extend from the radially inner side toward the radially outer
side of the cam plate 32. The twelve cam recesses 33 are
formed in the circumferential direction at equal angular inter-
vals (intervals of 30°). When viewed from above in the Z
direction, each cam recess 33 is shaped to have a depth (radial
depth) that increases from a rear end in the clockwise direc-
tion to the front end in the clockwise direction along the
circumferential direction.

Referring to FIG. 6 A, a cam surface 33a, which is an inner
surface of each cam recess 33, is parallel to the Z direction (in
the same direction as the central axis 1.3 of the holding device
25) and curved so that a radial position of the cam surface 33a
changes at different circumferential positions. When viewed
from above along the Z direction, the cam surface 334 of each
cam recess 33 is curved so that from the radial position of the
cam surface 33a shifts inward in the radial direction from the
front end of the cam surface 334 in the clockwise direction
toward the rear end of the cam surface 334 in the clockwise
direction. The rear end of the cam surface 33a in the clock-
wise direction is smoothly connected to the cam surface 33a
of the next cam recess 33 in the clockwise direction. In each
cam surface 33a, the radially outermost part at the front end in
the clockwise direction is referred to as a non-engagement
position P1, and a radially innermost part of the rear end in the
clockwise direction is referred to as an engagement position
P2.

An annular second holding body 41 concentric to the first
holding body 31 is arranged at an inner side of the first
holding body 31. The second holding body 41 has an outer
diameter substantially equal to an inner diameter of the first
holding body 31, and the second holding body 41 has an inner
diameter slightly larger than an outer diameter of the stator
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core 2. The second holding body 41 has an axial thickness that
is substantially equal to an axial thickness of the first holding
body 31.

Twelve guiding members 42 are fixed to an upper surface
of the second holding body 41, more specifically, to an axial
end surface of the second holding body 41 at the opposite side
of'thebase 22. The twelve guiding members 42 are fixed to the
upper surface of the second holding body 41 and arranged in
the circumferential direction at equal angular intervals (at
intervals of 30°). The guiding member 42 has a triangular
plate shape with a circumferential width that increases from a
radially inner end to aradially outer end. The guiding member
42 has alarger thickness (thickness in the Z direction) than the
thickness of the cam plate 32. The guiding member 42 has a
radial width equal to a radial width of the second holding
body 41. The twelve guiding members 42 each form a radially
extending guiding groove 43 with the adjacent guiding mem-
ber 42 in the circumferential direction. The two end surfaces
of each guiding member 42 in the circumferential direction
are parallel to the Z direction and extend parallel to a central
line S1 of the guiding groove 43. The central line S1 extends
through a circumferentially central position of the guiding
groove 43 in the radial direction. Therefore, the guiding
groove 43 has a width that is fixed along the central line S1.

Box-shaped guided members 44 are arranged on the upper
surface of the second holding body 41 between adjacent
guiding members 42 in the circumferential direction, that is,
in each guiding groove 43. The guided member 44 has a larger
thickness in the Z direction than the guiding member (thick-
ness in the Z direction). The guided member 44 has a circum-
ferential width substantially equal to a circumferential width
of'the guiding groove 43. An end surface of the guided mem-
ber 44 on the radially outer side serves as a sliding surface 44a
that comes into contact with and slides along the cam surface
33a. The sliding surface 44a is parallel to the Z direction,
arc-shaped, and bulges outward in the radial direction. The
radial length of the guided member 44 is determined so that an
end of the guided member 44 on the radially inner side does
not protrude further radially inward from an inner surface of
the second holding body 41 and does not protrude further
radially outward from an end surface of the guiding member
42 at the radially outer side when the sliding surface 44a is in
contact with the non-engagement position P1 of the cam
surface 33a. The guided members 44 are urged radially out-
ward by urging members not illustrated in the drawings so as
to be constantly in contact with the cam surface 33a of any
one of the twelve cam recesses 33.

A positioning jig 45 is securely fixed to an upper surface of
each guided member 44, more specifically, to an end surface
of'each guided member 44 at the opposite side of the second
holding body 41 so as to be integrally movable with the
guided member 44. The positioning jig 45 has a plate-like
shape elongated in a radial direction of the second holding
body 41. The positioning jig 45 has a thickness less than or
equal to 1 mm. The positioning jig 45 has a circumferential
width slightly larger than a circumferential width of the
guided member 44 (width in the circumferential direction of
the guiding groove 43). A central line S2 extends through a
circumferentially central position of the positioning jig 45
(width direction of the positioning jig 45) in the radial direc-
tion (longitudinal direction) of the positioning jig 45 and the
radial direction of the holding device 25. When the holding
device 25 is viewed from the Z direction, the central lines S2
of the twelve positioning jigs 45 conform with the central
lines S1 of the twelve guiding grooves 43. The positioning jig
45 has a radial length larger than a radial length of the second
holding body 41. The twelve positioning jigs 45 are circum-
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ferentially arranged at equal angular intervals (intervals of
30°) at the same position relative to the Z direction.

As illustrated in FIG. 4, two restraining portions 45a are
formed in the radially inner end of each positioning jig 45.
The two restraining portions 45a are formed at two positions
adjacent to each other in a width direction of the positioning
jig 45 (circumferential direction of the holding device 25) at
the radially inner end of the positioning jig 45. The two
restraining portions 45a are recessed and open inward in the
radial direction from the radially inner side toward the radi-
ally outer side of the positioning jig 45. The restraining por-
tions 454 extend through the positioning jig 45 in the axial
direction (thickness direction). A holding groove 455, which
opens toward the radially inner side of the holding device 25,
is formed in a bottom part of each restraining portion 45a. The
holding groove 455 extends through the positioning jig 45 in
the axial direction (thickness direction) and has a U-shaped
when viewed from the axial direction (thickness direction of
the positioning jig 45). A bottom part of the holding groove
45b has a semicircular inner surface extending along a cylin-
drical outer surface of the lead line 15 (see FIG. 6A). A width
(circumferential width) Wa of the holding groove 455 is set to
a dimension that restricts circumferential movement of the
lead line 15 received in the holding groove 4556. The width Wa
of the holding groove 455 is 0.5 mm, which is slightly larger
than the diameter of the coated conductor wire 14. The semi-
circular bottom part of the holding groove 4556 has a curvature
radius having a value slightly larger than the radius of the lead
line 15 (coated conductor wire 14) and half the width of the
holding groove 45b. In the positioning jig 45, an interval
between the two holding grooves 455 is equal to an interval
between circumferentially adjacent lead lines 15 (between
basal portions of the lead lines 15) as illustrated in FIG. 6A.

As illustrated in FIG. 4, each restraining portion 45a has an
opening directed toward the radially inner side and a guide
45¢ formed in the opening and increases in width in the
circumferential direction toward the radially inner side. The
guide 45¢ is continuously formed from the holding groove
45b and extends from the opening of the holding groove 455
to the opening of the restraining portion 45a. The circumfer-
ential width of the guide 45c¢ is equal to the width Wa of the
holding groove 455 in a radially outer end of the guide 45¢
adjacent to the holding groove 455, and the circumferential
width increases toward the radially inner side. The guide 45¢
is formed so that the angle between its two circumferential
inner surfaces is less than or equal to 90°. The restraining
portion 454 having the holding groove 455 and the guide 45¢
is line symmetric relative to a straight line extending through
a central position of the restraining portion 454 in the width
direction and extending in the longitudinal direction of the
positioning jig 45 (not illustrated in the drawings) as viewed
from the axial direction (thickness direction of the position-
ing jig 45).

As illustrated in FIGS. 5 and 6 A, the first holding body 31
of'the holding device 25 is rotatable around the central axis [.3
of'the holding device 25 serving as a rotational center relative
to the second holding body 41 when driven by a driving
device not illustrated in the drawings. The second holding
body 41 is fixed so as not to be rotatable around the central
axis L3 as a rotational center relative to the support plate 24.
The first holding body 31 is rotatable around the central axis
L3 of the holding device 25 relative to the support plate 24.

When the first holding body 31 is rotated relative to the
second holding body 41, the cam plate 32 is rotated relative to
the guided members 44. Therefore, the guided members 44,
which are guided by the guiding members 42, are radially
moved in accordance with the positions of contacts between
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the sliding surfaces 44a and the cam surfaces 33a4. More
specifically, the positioning jigs 45 fixed to the guided mem-
bers 44 are radially moved in a sliding manner by a cam
mechanism including the cam surfaces 33a and the guided
members 44 when the first holding body 31 is rotated relative
to the second holding body 41.

Then, as illustrated in FIGS. 6B and 4, the twelve position-
ing jigs 45 are moved toward and located on the radially
innermost side while the sliding surfaces 44a of the twelve
guided members 44 are respectively in contact with the
engagement positions P2 of the cam surfaces 33a. In this
state, the ends of the positioning jigs 45 at the radially inner
side protrude further radially inward than the inner edge of the
second holding body 41. The positions at which the position-
ing jigs 45 are located when the sliding surfaces 44a of the
guided members 44 are respectively in contact with the
engagement positions P2 of the cam surfaces 33a are referred
to as holding positions. When the positioning jigs 45 are
located at the holding positions, the total of twenty-four hold-
ing grooves 455 in the twelve positioning jigs 45 are circum-
ferentially arranged at equal angular intervals (intervals of
15° in the circumferential direction). Further, the distance
between a center of curvature of an arc-shape part in the
bottom part of each holding groove 455 and a radially central
position of the holding device 25 (central axis L3 of the
holding device 25) is equal to the distance between the part of
the lead line 15 located in the axial opening of the end holding
portion 135 and the central axis [.2 of the stator core 2.
Moreover, the distance between the center of curvature of the
arc-shape part in the bottom part of each holding groove 455
and the radially central position of the holding device 25
becomes substantially equal to a distance between a central
position of each connecting portion 4¢ formed in the substrate
4 and the radially central position of the substrate body 4a.

Further, as illustrated in FIGS. 6A and 4, the twelve posi-
tioning jigs 45 are moved toward and located on the radially
outermost side when the sliding surfaces 44a of the twelve
guided members 44 are respectively in contact with the non-
engagement positions P1 of the cam surfaces 33a. In this
state, the ends of the positioning jigs 45 on the radially inner
side are located further radially outward than the inner periph-
eral edge of the second holding body 41. The positions at
which the positioning jigs 45 are located when the sliding
surfaces 44a of the guided members 44 are respectively in
contact with the non-engagement positions P1 of the cam
surfaces 33a are referred to as retraction positions.

As illustrated in FIG. 5, a cylindrical support bar 26 is
arranged in a substantially central part of the upper surface of
the base 22. The support bar 26 is coaxial to the holding
device 25 below the holding device 25. The support bar 26 has
an outer diameter that is smaller than the inner diameter of the
second holding body 41 and larger than an inner diameter of
the stator core 2. The support bar 26 supports the stator core
2 in the holding device 25 from below.

A second driving device 27 is arranged on the base 22 at the
opposite side of the first driving device 23 (left-end in the
illustration of FIG. 5) with the holding device 25 and the
support bar 26 arranged in between. A substrate holding tool
28 having the shape of a flat plate and protruding above the
holding device 25 is fixed to an upper section of the second
driving device 27. The substrate holding tool 28 holds the
external connector 45 of the substrate 4 at its distal portion.
The second driving device 27 moves the substrate 4 in the Z
direction by moving the substrate holding tool 28 in the Z
direction with driving force generated by, for example, a
motor.
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A method for manufacturing the stator 1 with the manu-
facturing apparatus 21 will now be described.

First, a stator core positioning step is performed to position
the stator core 2, on which the coils 3 are wound, in the
holding device 25 as illustrated in FIGS. 6 A and 7. The lead
lines 15 of the coils 3 wound around the stator core 2 are
drawn out from one axial side of the stator core 2. The draw-
ing direction of the lead lines 15 conforms to the axial direc-
tion of the stator core 2. The basal portions (root parts) of the
lead lines 15 are fitted into and received by the end holding
portions 135 of the insulators 13. The basal portions of the
lead lines 15, which are fitted in the end holding portions 135,
are immovable relative to the stator core 2 at one axial side of
the stator core 2. The twenty-four lead lines 15 are formed
(shaped) so that the lengths from the parts received in the end
holding portions 135 to the distal portions are equal. The
basal portions of the lead lines 15 fitted in the end holding
portions 135 are in contact with the bottom surfaces 13¢ of the
end holding portions 135 and tilted relative to the axial direc-
tion along the bottom surfaces 13¢. As a result, the lead lines
15c¢ are tilted relative to the distal portions at the radially outer
side of the basal portions. In the manufacturing apparatus 21,
the holding device 25 is moved downward (toward the base
22) by the first driving device 23, and the twelve positioning
jigs 45 are moved to the retraction positions. The stator core
2 is inserted into the holding device 25 so that the axial end at
which the lead lines 15 are drawn out is located at an upper
side and an axial end at the side opposite to the side where the
lead lines 15 are drawn out is located at a lower side (on the
side of the base 22). The stator core 2 in the holding device 25
is supported by the support bar 26 from below. The stator core
2 is concentric to the holding device 25 with the central axis
L2 of the stator core 2 aligned with the central axis [.3 of the
holding device 25. Further, the stator core 2 is set in the
holding device 25 so that the circumferential positions of the
twelve teeth 115 correspond to the circumferential positions
of the twelve positioning jigs 45. The axial direction of the
stator core 2 conforms to the Z direction, and the stator core 2
is arranged at a position lower than the positioning jigs 45 in
the Z direction (axial direction). More specifically, the stator
core 2 is arranged at a position at which a distance D1 in the
Z direction between the positioning jig 45 and a part of each
lead line 15 on the basal portion located in the axial opening
of'the end holding portion 135 is less than or equal to 10 mm.
A part of each lead line 15 radially facing the restraining
portion 45aq is a part of the lead line 15 near the basal portion.
This is also a part of the lead line 15 closer to the basal side
than a longitudinally central part of the lead line 15. In a state
in which the stator core 2 is set in the holding device 25, the
twenty-four lead lines 15 extending radially outward as
viewed from the Z direction.

Next, a substrate positioning step for positioning the sub-
strate 4 relative to the stator core 2 is performed as illustrated
in FIGS. 5 and 7. In the substrate positioning step, the external
connector 4b of the substrate 4 is securely fixed to the distal
portion of the substrate holding tool 28 so that the substrate 4
is held by the substrate holding tool 28. In this state, the
substrate holding tool 28 is moved by the second driving
device 27 to a height position that prevents the substrate 4
from being in contact with the lead lines 15. When the sub-
strate 4 is held by the substrate holding tool 28, the thickness
direction of the substrate conforms to the Z direction, and the
substrate body 4a is located coaxial to the stator core 2 axially
facing the end of the stator core 2 in the axial direction at the
side where the lead lines 15 are drawn out. The substrate 4 is
spaced apart from the stator core 2 in the axial direction by a
distance that is greater than the lengths of the lead lines 15.
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The circumferential positions of the twenty-four connecting
portions 4¢ formed in the substrate body 4a conform to the
circumferential positions of the basal portions of the twenty-
four lead lines 15. The twenty-four connecting portions 4¢
face the basal portions of the twenty-four lead lines 15 in the
Z direction (axial direction of the stator core 2). When the
substrate 4 is positioned relative to the stator core 2, the lead
lines 15 are positioned relative to the substrate 4 with the
edges of the lead lines 15 separated radially outward from the
connecting portions 4¢ to which the lead lines 15 are con-
nected. A separation direction o in which the edge of each
lead line 15 is separated from the connecting portion 4c is a
direction extending outward in the radial direction. The lead
lines 15 are extended in the Z direction (axial direction of the
stator core 2) so that the distal portions of the lead lines 15 are
separated outward in the radial direction from the connecting
portions 4¢ above the lead lines 15. The substrate positioning
step positions the substrate 4 relative to the lead lines 15.

Then, a lead line holding step for holding the lead lines 15
using the positioning jigs 45 is performed as illustrated in
FIGS. 6B and 8. When the first holding body 31 is rotated
relative to the second holding body 41 around the central axis
L3 of the holding device 25 serving as a rotational center
(rotated clockwise in the illustration of FIG. 6B), the twelve
positioning jigs 45 are moved radially inward and located at
the holding positions. In other words, each positioning jig 45
is moved in a radially inward direction, which is a direction
opposite to the separation direction o along the radial direc-
tion. This inserts parts of the lead lines 15, which are proximal
to the basal portions that are located more inward in the radial
direction from the restraining portions 45a that are open at the
radially inner side, into the restraining portions 45a. More
specifically, the parts of the lead lines 15 near the basal
portions are inserted into the restraining portions 45a by the
guides 45¢ as the positioning jigs 45 move radially inward.
Then, the parts of the lead lines 15 extending through the
guides 45c¢ are inserted in the holding grooves 454 until they
reach the bottom parts.

The restraining portions 45a are recessed and open in the
direction opposite to the separation direction a.. The restrain-
ing portions 45a allow movement of the received lead lines 15
in the drawing direction (axial direction of the stator core 2),
while restricting movement of the lead lines 15 in a direction
that differs from the drawing direction and is orthogonal to he
separation direction a.. The direction that differs from the
drawing direction of the lead lines 15 and is orthogonal to the
separation direction o is the circumferential direction (direc-
tion orthogonal to the separation direction o and orthogonal
to the axial direction of the stator core 2). The restraining
portions 45a allow movement of the received lead lines 15 in
the axial direction of the stator core 2, while restricting move-
ment of the lead lines 15 in the circumferential direction. The
guide 45¢ formed in the opening of the restraining portion 45a
at the radially inner side has a larger width than the holding
groove 45b in the direction that differs from the drawing
direction of'the lead lines 15 (axial direction of the stator core
2) and is orthogonal to the separation direction o (circumfer-
ential direction). Thus, even if the parts of the lead lines 15
proximal to the basal portions and radially facing the posi-
tioning jigs 45 are separated from to the holding grooves 456
in the direction that differs from the drawing direction of the
lead lines 15 and is orthogonal to the separation direction c
(circumferential direction) when the lead lines 15 are inserted
in the restraining portions 45a as the positioning jigs 45 are
moved radially inward, the parts of the lead lines 15 proximal
to the basal portions can easily be inserted into the restraining
portions 45a. Moreover, the guide 45¢ is formed so that its
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width in the direction that differs from the drawing direction
of'the lead lines 15 (axial direction of the stator core 2) and is
orthogonal to the separation direction o (circumferential
direction) is smaller toward the opening of the holding groove
45b. The parts of the lead lines 15 proximal to the basal
portions moved into the restraining portions 454 by the guides
45¢ during the radially inward movement of the positioning
jigs 45 can easily move into the holding grooves 455 under the
guidance by the guides 45¢. The holding grooves 456 are
formed continuously with the guides 45¢ and open in the
direction opposite to the separation direction a.. The bottom
part of each holding groove 456 is formed in a semicircular
shape having a radius that can follow the outer surface of the
lead line 15. The width Wa of the holding groove 455 is set to
have a dimension that restricts movement of the lead line 15
in the direction that differs from the drawing direction of the
lead lines 15 and is orthogonal to the separation direction .
Therefore, the holding grooves 455 restrict movement of the
lead lines 15 received in the holding grooves 454 in the
direction that differs from the drawing direction of the lead
lines 15 (axial direction of the stator core 2) and is orthogonal
to the separation direction o (circumferential direction).

When the positioning jigs 45 are located at the holding
positions, the lead lines 15 are inserted in the holding grooves
45b until they reach the bottom parts and come into contact
with the bottom parts of the holding grooves 455b. When the
positioning jigs 45 are located at the holding positions, the
arc-shape parts of the holding grooves 455 are substantially
coaxial to the connecting portions 4¢ above the holding
grooves 45b. Then, the arc-shape parts of the holding grooves
45b are located at positions lower than the connecting por-
tions 4¢ along the axial direction. Therefore, each positioning
jig 45 located at the holding position holds the parts of the two
lead lines 15 above the basal portions separated by the dis-
tance D1 from the bottom parts of the holding grooves 455. As
a result, the parts of the lead lines 15 near the basal portions
are aligned with the connecting portions 4¢ radially and cir-
cumferentially. Each lead line 15 is tilted in a direction oppo-
site to the opening of the holding groove 4556 formed in the
radial direction (separation direction o which is a radially
outward direction) and thus easily comes into contact with the
bottom part of the holding groove 455. In the radial direction,
the lead lines 15 can be held by the holding grooves 455 just
by simply restricting the lead lines 15 from the outer side in
the radial direction with the holding grooves 455.

Next, a positioning jig lifting step for lifting the positioning
jigs 45 is performed as illustrated in FIGS. 9 and 10. In the
positioning jig lifting step, the holding device 25 is lifted by
the first driving device 23 so that the twelve positioning jigs
45 are moved toward the substrate 4 along the axial direction.
In this state, the positioning jigs 45 are moved upward with
the lead lines 15 held in the bottom parts of the holding
grooves 45b. The restraining portions 45a allow the lead lines
15 to move in the drawing direction. Thus, the positioning jigs
45 are easily axially moved while the lead lines 15 held in the
restraining portions 45a are allowed to move in the axial
direction. The lead lines 15 tilted in the direction opposite to
the openings of the holding grooves 455 formed in the radial
direction remain held in the bottom parts of the holding
grooves 45b. Further, the lead lines 15 are extended along the
Z direction with the edge-side parts moved radially inward
(direction opposite to the separation direction o) as the hold-
ing grooves 455 are lifted. The edges of the lead lines 15 are
moved radially inward by the positioning jigs 45. The holding
device 25 is lifted to and stopped a position where the lengths
of the lead lines 15 protruding from upper surfaces of the
positioning jigs 45 toward the substrate 4 are from 1.0 mm to
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1.5 mm. The arc-shape parts in the bottom parts of the holding
grooves 455 are substantially coaxial to the connecting por-
tions 4¢ above the holding grooves 455. Therefore, centers of
the edges of the lead lines 15 retained on the distal portions by
the positioning jigs 45 are located in (ranges of) inner walls of
the connecting portions 4c when viewed from the Z direction
(axial direction of the stator core 2). The edges of the twenty-
four lead lines 15 are aligned with the twenty-four connecting
portions 4¢ radially and circumferentially. The positioning jig
lifting step and the lead line holding step form a position
alignment step.

Then, an edge inserting step for inserting the lead lines 15
into the connecting portions 4c is performed as illustrated in
FIGS. 5 and 11. In the edge inserting step, the substrate
holding tool 28 is moved downward by the second driving
device 27 to move the substrate 4 toward the stator core 2
along the axial direction of the stator core 2 until the edges of
the lead lines 15 are inserted in the connecting portions 4¢
from the axial direction and located in the connecting por-
tions 4¢ (within the thickness of the substrate body 4a). The
substrate holding tool 28 is moved downward to a position at
which the distance between a lower surface of the substrate 4
and the upper surfaces of the positioning jigs 45 is less than or
equal to 0.5 mm and then stopped at the position. The distal
portions of the lead lines 15, which are chamfered into a
conical shape, are easily inserted in the connecting portions
4c from the axial direction.

Next, a positioning jig lowering step for lowering the posi-
tioning jigs 45 is performed as illustrated in FIGS. 5 and 12.
In the positioning jig lowering step, the holding device 25 is
moved downward by the first driving device 23. Simulta-
neously, the substrate holding tool 28 is moved downward by
the second driving device 27. Accordingly, the positioning
jigs 45 and the substrate 4 are moved downward with the
distance between the substrate 4 and the positioning jigs 45 in
the 7 direction remaining unchanged. When the substrate 4 is
moved downward, the twenty-four lead lines 15 are axially
extended through the twenty-four connecting portions 4¢. As
a result, the twenty-four lead lines 15 are simultaneously
coupled to the twenty-four connecting portions 4¢ as illus-
trated in FIG. 13. The holding device 25 is moved downward
to and stopped at the same position as the position described
in the stator core locating step where the positioning jigs 45
radially face the basal portions of the lead lines 15. The
positioning jigs 45 moved downward are still holding the lead
lines 15 in the bottom parts of the holding grooves 455. The
positioning jigs 45 extend the lead lines 15 from positions
outward in the radial direction from the connecting portions
4c. Further, the lead lines 15 are pushed against the inner
surfaces of the connecting portions 4c¢ in contact with the
connecting portions 4¢. The positioning jig lowering step and
the edge inserting step form an inserting step.

Next, a connecting step for electrically connecting the lead
lines 15 to the connecting portions 4¢ is performed. In the
connecting step, the connecting portions 4¢ are soldered so
that the connecting portions 4c¢ and the lead lines 15 in the
connecting portions 4c are electrically connected. The lead
lines 15 are pushed against the inner surfaces of the connect-
ing portions 4¢ by the positioning jigs 45 from the radially
outer side. Therefore, the lead lines 15 are not movable in the
connecting portions 4¢. The twenty-four lead lines 15 are
electrically connected to the printed wiring, and predeter-
mined ones of the lead lines 15 are electrically connected to
each other through the printed wiring. Thus, the coils 3 are
connected in a desirable manner through the printed wiring.
This completes the manufacturing of the stator 1. Then, the
stator 1 is removed from the manufacturing apparatus 21 after
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the positioning jigs 45 are arranged at the retraction positions
and the substrate 4 is removed from the substrate holding tool
28.

The operation of the stator 1 will now be described.

The lead lines 15, which are in contact with the inner
surfaces of the connecting portions 4c, are electrically con-
nected to the connecting portions 4¢. The lead lines 15 in
contact with the inner surfaces of the connecting portions 4¢
are subtly movable relative the connecting portions 4c¢. This
ensures that the lead lines 15 and the connecting portions 4¢
are stably connected to each other. The lead lines 15 are
brought into contact with the inner surfaces of the connecting
portions 4¢ from the radially outer side and then electrically
connected to the connecting portions 4¢. Therefore, the lead
lines 15 receive an equal load in the same direction (radially
inward direction along the radial direction). The basal por-
tions of the lead lines 15 are held by the end holding portions
13b. This stabilizes the electrical connection between the lead
lines 15 and the connecting portions 4c.

The present embodiment has the advantages described
below.

(1) In the substrate locating step, the edges of the lead lines
15 are separated radially outward relative to the connecting
portions 4¢ to which the lead lines 15 are connected. Accord-
ingly, the edges of the lead lines 15 can be aligned with the
connecting portions 4c¢ radially and circumferentially by
moving the edges of the lead lines 15 with the positioning jigs
45 in the direction opposite to the separation direction c. of the
separation of the edges of the lead lines 15 relative to the
connecting portions 4¢ (radially inward direction) in the lead
line holding step and the positioning jig lifting step. The lead
lines 15 inserted in the restraining portions 45 when the
positioning jigs 45 are moved in the direction opposite to the
separation direction a in the lead line holding step are pushed
against the bottom parts of the restraining portions 45a (bot-
tom parts of the holding grooves 45b) along the separation
direction .. This enables the positioning jigs 45 to move the
edges of the lead lines 15 in the direction opposite to the
separation direction o while suppressing the movements of
the lead lines 15 relative to the positioning jigs 45 in the
separation direction o and the direction opposite to the sepa-
ration direction o.. The movements of the lead lines 15 in the
direction that differs from the drawing direction of the lead
lines 15 (axial direction of the stator core 2) and is orthogonal
to the separation direction o (circumferential direction) are
restricted by the restraining portions 45a¢ having a recessed
shape that can be easily formed. Therefore, the edges of the
lead lines 15 can be moved by the positioning jigs 45 in the
direction opposite to the separation direction o while restrict-
ing the movements of the lead lines 15 in the direction that
differs from the drawing direction of the lead lines 15 and is
orthogonal to the separation direction c.. As a result, the distal
portions of the lead lines 15 are easily aligned to the connect-
ing portions 4¢ radially and circumferentially. This facilitates
the electrical connection of the lead lines 15 of the coils 3 to
the substrate 4 without any additional parts used in the prior
art such as pins.

(2) In the positioning jig lifting step, the distal portions of
the lead lines 15 can be aligned to the connecting portions 4¢
radially and circumferentially by locating the edge centers of
the lead lines 15 in the inner walls of the connecting portions
4¢ when viewed from the axial direction. Since the edges of
the lead lines 15 are already aligned to the connecting por-
tions 4¢ in the positioning jig lifting step, the lead lines 15 can
be easily inserted in the connecting portions 4¢ from the axial
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direction by simply moving the substrate 4 toward the stator
core 2 along the axial direction of the stator core 2 in the edge
inserting step.

(3) In the edge inserting step, the substrate 4 having the
connecting portions 4¢ aligned with the lead lines 15 is moved
toward the stator core 2 by the positioning jigs 45, while the
edges of the lead lines 15 are still aligned with the connecting
portions 4c¢ by the positioning jigs 45. Therefore, the edges of
the lead lines 15 are easily inserted in the connecting portions
4c¢ simultaneously, and the step of inserting the edges of the
lead lines 15 in the connecting portions 4¢ can be performed
easily and efficiently.

(4) When the lead lines 15 are inserted in the restraining
portions 45a by moving the positioning jigs 45 in the direc-
tion opposite to the separation direction o in the lead line
holding step, the lead lines 15 are easily inserted in the
restraining portions 45a by the guides 45¢ formed in the
openings of the restraining portions 45a regardless of sepa-
ration of the lead lines 15 from the bottom parts of the
restraining portions 45a (bottom parts of the holding grooves
45b) in the direction that differs from the drawing direction of
the lead lines 15 and is orthogonal to the separation direction
a (circumferential direction).

(5) The holding grooves 4556, which are simply U-shaped
when viewed from the axial direction, easily hold and restrict
movement of the lead lines 15 in the direction that differs
from the drawing direction of the lead lines 15 and is orthogo-
nal to the separation direction a (circumferential direction).

(6) Since the basal portions of the lead lines 15 are immov-
able due to the end holding portions 135 relative to the stator
core 2, the parts of the lead lines 15 closer to the basal portions
more easily arranged at fixed positions relative to the stator
core 2. Therefore, when the positioning jigs 45 are moved in
the direction opposite to the separation direction . and the
parts of the lead lines 15 closer to the basal side of the lead
lines 15 than the center parts into the longitudinal direction
are inserted in the restraining portions 45a, the insertion of the
lead lines 15 in the restraining portions 45q is further facili-
tated. After the parts of the lead lines 15 inserted in the
restraining portions 45a in the lead line holding step are
aligned with the connecting portions 4¢ radially and circum-
ferentially, the positioning jigs 45 are moved toward the sub-
strate 4 along the axial direction in the positioning jig lifting
step. Then, the parts of the lead lines 15 closer to the edges
than the positioning jigs 45 are aligned to the connecting
portions 4c¢ radially and circumferentially. As a result, the
positional alignment of the edges of the lead lines 15 to the
connecting portions 4c is further facilitated.

(7) The twenty-four lead lines 15 are formed so that the
lengths of the lead lines 15 from the parts immovable to the
stator core 2 (parts inserted in the end holding portions 135) to
the edges are equal to one another. Therefore, the lead lines 15
can be held in the same manner by the positioning jigs 45.
Since the lead lines 15 are held in the same manner by the
positioning jigs 45, the edges of all of the lead lines 15 can be
equally positioned in the axial direction when the edge of just
one lead line 15 is aligned to the connecting portion 4¢ radi-
ally and circumferentially. As a result, the edges of the
twenty-four lead lines 15 are easily inserted in the twenty-
four connecting portions 4¢ simultaneously. When all of the
positioning jigs 45 are arranged at the same position in the Z
direction, the lengths of the parts of the lead lines 15 closer to
the edge than the positioning jigs 45, that is, the parts closer to
the substrate 4 than the positioning jigs 45, are equal in all of
the lead lines 15. As a result, when the distal portions of the
twenty-four lead lines are simultaneously inserted in the
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twenty-four connecting portions 4c¢ of the substrate 4 in the
edge inserting step, the insertion is more accurate and easy.

(8) The distal portions of the lead lines 15 are chamfered in
a tapered shape so that the outer diameters are smaller
reduced the edges. Therefore, the insertion of the edges of the
lead lines 15 in the connecting portions 4¢ is further facili-
tated.

(9) The coils 3 are wound around the corresponding teeth
115 into concentrated windings, and the lead lines 15, the
number of which is twice the number of the coils 3, are drawn
out from the coils 3 to be arranged in the circumferential
direction at equal angular intervals (intervals of 15°). The
substrate 4 has the connecting portions 4¢, the number of
which is twice the number of the coils 3, formed as holes
extending through the substrate 4 in the thickness direction,
and the connecting portions 4¢ are arranged in the circumfer-
ential direction at equal angular intervals (intervals of 15°). In
the lead line holding step, the lead lines 15, the number of
which is twice the number of the coils 3, can be easily inserted
in the restraining portions 45a by simply moving the posi-
tioning jigs 45 in the radial direction. This makes it unneces-
sary to move the positioning jigs 45 in a difficult direction (for
example, direction tilted relative to the radial direction) in
order to insert the lead lines 15 in the restraining portions 45a.
As aresult, the lead line holding step can be performed more
easily.

(10) When using one positioning jig for each lead line 15,
it becomes necessary to move a large number of positioning
jigs, the number of which is the same as the total number of
the lead lines 15, making the lead line holding step and the
positioning jig lifting step complicated. In the present
embodiment, each positioning jig 45 holds two lead lines 15.
This reduces the number of the positioning jigs 45 to one half
the number of the lead lines 15. This avoids complication of
the lead line holding step and the positioning jig lifting step.
The two lead lines 15 held by each positioning jig 45 and
drawn out from two circumferential sides of the teeth 115 are
easily positioned relative to the teeth 115. Therefore, the two
lead lines 15 drawn out from the two circumferential sides of
the teeth 115 are suitable for being held by the two restraining
portions 45a formed in one positioning jig 45.

(11) The basal portions of the lead lines 15 are held by the
end holding portions 135 to be circumferentially immovable
relative to the stator core 2 and guided by the end holding
portions 135 so that the edges of the lead lines 15 are sepa-
rated radially outward relative to the connecting portions 4¢
to which the lead lines 15 are connected. As a result, the
substrate locating step, the lead line holding step, and the
positioning jig lifting step are more easily performed.

(12) In the connecting step, the lead lines are pushed
against the inner surfaces of the connecting portions by the
positioning jigs and then electrically connected to the con-
necting portions. Therefore, the connecting portions and the
lead lines are connected to each other in a manner that the lead
lines are subtly movable in the connecting portions. This
further facilitates the connection of the lead lines to the sub-
strate. Further, the occurrence of a connection failure between
the lead lines 15 and the connecting portions 4c¢ is suppressed
because the task for electrically connecting the lead lines 15
and the connecting portions 4¢, such as soldering, is per-
formed in a stable manner.

(13) The lead lines 15 extending outward in the radial
direction from the connecting portions 4¢ are brought into
contact with the inner surfaces of the connecting portions 4¢
and then electrically connected to the connecting portions 4c.
Therefore, the lead lines 15 receive an equal load in the same
direction (radially inward direction). When the lead lines 15
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receive an equal load in the same direction, the lead lines 15
are uniformly connected to the corresponding connecting
portions 4¢ in a stable manner.

(14) The basal portions of the lead lines 15 are held by the
end holding portions 1354. Thus, the electrical connection
between the lead lines 15 and the connecting portions 4c¢ is
stabilized. Before the lead lines 15 are inserted in the con-
necting portions 4¢ (for example, before the stator core locat-
ing step) when manufacturing the stator 1, the lead lines 15
are tilted in the same manner due to the end holding portions
1354. This facilitates the handling of the lead lines 15. As a
result, the production of the stator 1 is facilitated.

(15) After the positioning jigs 45 are moved toward the
substrate 4 in the positioning jig lifting step, the lengths of the
lead lines 15 protruding from the upper surfaces of the posi-
tioning jigs 45 toward the substrate 4 are shortened. This
makes it difficult for the lead lines 15 to tilt between the
positioning jigs 45 and the substrate 4, thereby facilitating the
alignment of the edges of the lead lines 15 with the connecting
portions 4¢ in the radial and circumferential directions. Fur-
ther, the edges of the lead lines 15 can be further easily
inserted into the connecting portions 4¢ in the edge inserting
step.

(16) The positioning jigs 45 can be easily moved in the
radial direction simultaneously by the cam mechanism.

(17) The positioning jigs 45 are moved in two directions
which are the radial and axial directions, and the substrate
holding tool 28 is moved in the axial direction. As a result of
such simple movements, the lead lines 15 can be inserted into
the connecting portions 4c.

It should be apparent to those skilled in the art that the
present invention may be embodied in many other specific
forms without departing from the spirit or scope of the inven-
tion. Particularly, it should be understood that the present
invention may be embodied in the following forms.

The structure for positioning the basal portions of the lead
lines 15 relative to the stator core 2 in an immovable manner
is not limited to the end holding portion 135 of the present
embodiment. For example, two end holding portions 61a
illustrated in FIG. 15A, which are formed in an end surface
cover 13a of an insulator 61, are arranged at circumferential
sides of the teeth 115 proximal to the basal portions of the
teeth 115 (see FIG. 1) in the same manner as the end holding
portions 135 according to the embodiment. The end holding
portions 61a are open toward one axial side (at the opposite
side of the core segments 11) and directed inward in the radial
direction. The end holding portion 61« has a circumferential
width that is slightly larger than the diameter of the lead line
15 (coated conductor wire 14). A bottom surface 61c of each
end holding portion 61« on the radially outer side has a shape
similar to that of the bottom surface 13¢ of the end holding
portion 135 of the above embodiment. Each end holding
portions 61a has semicircular holding protrusions 615 on
inner side surfaces at both circumferential sides. The two
holding protrusions 615 are formed at positions facing each
other in the circumferential direction and partly reduce the
circumferential width of the end holding portion 61a. The
basal portion of the lead line 15 is pressed into between the
two holding protrusions 615 and extends over the holding
protrusions 615. Then, the basal portion is received in the end
holding portion 61a at a position closer to the bottom surface
61c¢ than the holding protrusions 615.

For example, two end holding portions 62a illustrated in
FIG. 15B, which are formed in an end surface cover 13a of an
insulator 62, are arranged at two circumferential sides of the
corresponding tooth 115 near the basal portion of the tooth
115 (see FIG. 1) in the same manner as the end holding
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portions 136 of the above embodiment. The end holding
portions 62a are open at one axial side (at the opposite side of
the core segments 11) and the radially inner side. The end
holding portion 62a has a circumferential width slightly
larger than the diameter of the lead line 15 (coated conductor
wire 14). A bottom surface 62¢ of each end holding portion
624 on the radially outer side has a shape similar to that of the
bottom surface 13¢ of the end holding portion 135 in the
above embodiment. Each end holding portion 624 has semi-
circular holding protrusions 626 on inner side surfaces on
both circumferential sides. The two holding protrusions 625
are formed at positions separated in the axial direction and
reduce the circumferential width of part of the end holding
portion 62a. Then, the basal portion of the lead line 15 is
curved between the two holding protrusions 625 and fitted to
and held in the end holding portion 62a.

For example, two end holding portions 63« illustrated in
FIG. 15C, which are formed in an end surface cover 13a of an
insulator 63, are arranged at the two circumferential sides of
each tooth 115 near the basal portion of the tooth 115 (see
FIG. 1) in the same manner as the end holding portions 135 of
the above embodiment. The end holding portions 63a open at
one axial side (at the opposite side of the core segments 11)
and the radially inner side. The end holding portion 63a has a
circumferential width slightly larger than the diameter of the
lead line 15 (coated conductor wire 14). A bottom surface 63¢
of'each end holding portion 63a on the radially outer side has
a shape similar to that of the bottom surface 13¢ of the end
holding portion 134 in the above embodiment. Each end
holding portion 63a has a caulking part 635 partly sealing the
opening formed on the radially inner side. Before the basal
portion of the lead line 15 is inserted in the end holding
portion 63a, the opening of the end holding portion 634 onthe
radially inner side is not closed by the caulked part 635. After
the basal portion of the lead line 15 is inserted in the end
holding portion 63a, the caulking part 635 is thermally
caulked and the so that the caulking part 635 partly seals the
opening of the end holding portion 63« at the radially inner
side.

The end holding portions 614, 62a, and 63a illustrated in
FIGS. 15A to 15C obtain advantages (6), (11), and (14) of the
above embodiment.

In the above embodiment, the bottom surface 13¢ of each
end holding portion 135 has a shape that guides and tilts the
lead line 15 so that the distal portion of the lead line 15 is
separated outward in the radial direction from the basal por-
tion of the lead line 15. However, the bottom surface 13¢ does
not have to be formed to guide and tilt the lead line 15. For
example, the bottom surface 13¢ may be formed in parallel
with the axial direction. Further, the insulator 13 does not
necessarily have to include the end holding portion 135.

The insulator 13 is provided in each core segment 11 in the
above embodiment. However, the core segment 11 does not
necessarily have to be provided with the insulator 13. When
omitting the insulators 13 from the core segments 11, for
example, the surfaces of the core segments 11 are coated with
an insulating material.

In the above embodiment, the connecting portions 4¢ are
formed at positions radially equal to the positions of the basal
portions of the connected lead lines 15. The connecting por-
tions 4¢ may be formed more radially outward than the basal
portions of the connected lead lines 15. In such a case, the lead
lines 15 may be extended from positions more radially inward
than the connecting portions 4¢ and brought into contact with
the inner surfaces of the connecting portions 4¢ and then
electrically connected to the connecting portions 4¢. In this
case, the edges of the lead lines 15 extending through the
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connecting portions 4¢ can be more distantly spaced from one
another in the circumferential direction than the structure in
which the connecting portions 4c¢ are located more radially
inward than the basal portions of the lead lines 15, and the
lead lines 15 extending from positions more radially outward
than the connecting portions 4¢ and in contact with the inner
surfaces of the connecting portions 4c¢ are electrically con-
nected to the connecting portions 4¢. As a result, the edges of
the lead lines 15 extending through the connecting portions 4¢
are prevented from being closely located to each other. This
reduces the possibility of short circuit between the edges of
the lead lines 15 extending through the connecting portions 4¢
and makes it easier to connect the lead lines 15 to the con-
necting portions 4¢. Further, this can increase the area of the
part of the substrate 4 at the radially inner side of the con-
necting portions 4c¢ and allow for the formation of a larger
circuit in the part.

In the above embodiment, the lead lines 15 are extended
from the radially outer side than the connecting portions 4¢
and brought into contact with the inner surfaces of the con-
necting portions 4¢ and then electrically connected to the
connecting portions 4c. However, the lead lines 15 may be
extended from a position other than the radially outer side of
the connecting portions 4¢ (for example, position separated
inward in the radial direction or separated in the circumfer-
ential direction) and brought into contact with the inner sur-
faces of the connecting portions 4¢ and then electrically con-
nected to the connecting portions 4c. When the lead lines 15
that extend from the radially inner side of the connecting
portions 4¢ and are in contact with the inner surfaces of the
connecting portions 4¢ are electrically connected to the con-
necting portions 4¢, advantage (14) of the above embodiment
can be obtained. It is unnecessary for the lead lines 15 to be in
contact with the inner surfaces of the connecting portions 4¢
when electrically connected to the connecting portions 4c.

In the connecting step of the above embodiment, the lead
lines 15 are pushed against the inner surfaces of the connect-
ing portions 4¢ by the positioning jigs 45 and then electrically
connected to the connecting portions 4¢. In the connecting
step, however, it is unnecessary for the lead lines 15 to be
pushed against the inner surfaces of the connecting portions
4c¢ by the positioning jigs 45 when the lead lines 15 and the
connecting portions 4¢ are electrically connected to each
other. In such a case, after the lead lines 15 are inserted in the
connecting portions 4¢, the positioning jigs 45 may be moved
to the retraction positions before the connecting step is per-
formed. After the positioning jigs 45 are moved to the retrac-
tion positions, the substrate holding tool 28 may be lowered to
move the substrate 4 along the axial direction toward the
stator core 2 before the connecting step is performed.

The manufacturing apparatus 21 may be provided with
stoppers for preventing the lead lines 15 inserted in the
restraining portions 45a from moving out of the restraining
portions 45a. In the example illustrated in FIG. 16 A, a basal
portion of a stopper 71 formed in a bar-like shape is rotatably
connected to a part of the restraining portion 454 of the
positioning jig 45 at one of its two end sides (part lower than
the restraining portion 45¢ in the illustration of FIG. 16A). A
restriction protrusion 72 is formed in a part of the restraining
portion 45a of the positioning jig 45 on the other one of the
two sides (part higher than the restraining portion 45a in the
illustration of FIG. 16A. A distal portion of the stopper 71
rotating around a basal portion serving as a rotational center
is in contact with the restriction protrusion 72 from the open-
ing side of the restraining portion 454 in the radial direction.
The stopper 71 is rotated around a rotation axis .4 serving as
a rotational center and extended in parallel with the thickness
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direction of the positioning jig 45. After the positioning jigs
45 are moved in the direction opposite to the separation
direction o and the lead lines 15 are inserted in the holding
grooves 45b of the restraining portions 45a in the lead line
holding step, the stoppers 71 are rotated from the opening side
of the restraining portions 45a to the bottom side of the
restraining portions 454 (from a position illustrated by broken
lines to a position illustrated by solid lines in FIG. 16 A) until
the stoppers 71 comes into contact with the restriction pro-
trusions 72. Therefore, the lead lines 15, when moving rela-
tive to the holding grooves 455 in the direction opposite to the
separation direction «, are brought into contact with the stop-
pers 71 and prevented by the stoppers 71 from moving out of
the restraining portions 45a. In the positioning jig lifting step,
the distal portions of the lead lines 15 prevented by the stop-
pers 71 from moving out of the restraining portions 45a are
aligned to the connecting portions 4c¢ radially and circumfer-
entially by the positioning jigs 45.

For example, a stopper 73 illustrated in FIG. 16B moves
from the radially inner side along the separation direction
and comes into contact with the lead line 15 inserted in the
restraining portion 45q. In this case, after the positioning jigs
45 are moved in the direction opposite to the separation
direction o and the lead lines 15 are inserted in the holding
grooves 45b of the restraining portions 45a in the lead line
holding step, the stoppers 73 are moved in the separation
direction a to positions axially (vertically in FIG. 16B) over-
lapping the restraining portions 454 (preferably, to positions
axially overlapping the openings of the holding grooves 455
formed in the radial direction). Therefore, the lead lines 15,
when moving relative to the holding grooves 455 in the direc-
tion opposite to the separation direction a, are brought into
contact with the stoppers 73 and prevented by the stoppers 73
from moving out of the restraining portions 45a. In the posi-
tioning jig lifting step, the distal portions of the lead lines 15
thus prevented by the stoppers 73 from moving out of the
restraining portions 454 are aligned to the connecting por-
tions 4¢ radially and circumferentially by the positioning jigs
45.

By providing the stoppers 71 (or stoppers 73) in the manu-
facturing apparatus 21, the lead lines 15 inserted in the
restraining portions 45a are prevented by the stoppers (or
stoppers 73) from moving out of the restraining portions 454.
Thus, while the distal ends of the lead lines 15 are prevented
from moving out of the restraining portions 454, the lead lines
15 are radially and circumferentially aligned with the con-
necting portions 4c¢ by the positioning jigs 45.

In the above embodiment, each positioning jig 45 is con-
figured to hold two lead lines 15 adjacent in the circumferen-
tial direction. The positioning jig, however, may be config-
ured to hold three or more lead lines 15 that are arranged
adjacently in the circumferential direction. In this case, the
restraining portions 45a are formed in the positioning jigs in
accordance with the number of the lead lines 15. The posi-
tioning jig may be configured to hold one lead line 15.

In the above embodiment, the positioning jigs 45 are pro-
vided on the radially outer side of the lead lines 15 arranged
in the circumferential direction, and then moved radially
inward in the lead line holding step. The positioning jigs 45,
however, may be provided on the radially inner side of the
lead lines 15 arranged in the circumferential direction, and
then moved radially outward in the lead line holding step. In
this case, the restraining portions 454 of the positioning jigs
45 are open at the radially outer side. The positioning jigs 45
are moved radially outward in the lead line holding step. In
the substrate locating step and the lead line holding step,
therefore, the lead lines 15 are positioned relative to the
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substrate 4 so that the edges of the lead lines 15 are separated
inward in the radial direction relative to the connecting por-
tions 4c¢ to which the lead lines 15 are connected.

In the above embodiment, the stator 1 has the lead lines 15,
the number of which is twice the number of the coils 3 wound
around the teeth 115 in concentrated windings, and the sub-
strate 4 has the hole-like connecting portions 4¢ extending
through the substrate 4 in the thickness direction and provided
with twice the number of the coils (same as the number of the
lead lines 15). However, the number of the lead lines 15
provided in the stator 1 is not limited in such a manner. The
number of the connecting portions 4c¢ provided in the sub-
strate 4 is can be changed in accordance with the number of
the lead lines 15 provided in the stator 1. When, for example,
the coil 3 wound around one of the tooth 115 continues to be
wound around another one of the tooth 115 without cutting
the coated conductor wire 14, the number of the lead lines 15
decreases. In this case, the number of connecting portions 4¢
in the substrate 4 is in accordance with the decreased number
of the lead lines 15.

In the above embodiment, the connecting portion 4¢ has a
uniform cross-sectional shape in the thickness direction of the
substrate 4 taken in the direction orthogonal to the axial
direction of the stator core 2. The connecting portion 4c,
however, may have different cross-sectional shape. For
example, a part of the connecting portion 4¢ proximal to the
stator core 2 may have a larger cross-sectional area than a part
distant from the stator core 2. Referring to a connecting
portion 4d illustrated in FIG. 14A, an end facing the stator
core 2 (lower end in the illustration of FIG. 14A) has a larger
diameter than an end at the opposite side of the end facing the
stator core 2 (upper end in the illustration of FIG. 14A). A
connecting portion 4e illustrated in FIG. 14B has a diameter
that gradually increase from an end opposite to the end facing
the stator core 2 (upper end in the illustration of FIG. 14B)
toward the end facing the stator core 2 (lower end in the
illustration of FIG. 14A). This facilitates the insertion of the
distal ends of the lead lines 15 into the connecting portions 4d
(or connecting portions 4e).

In the above embodiment, the distal portion of the lead line
15 is chamfered so that the outer diameter decreases toward
the distal end. However, the chamfering may be changed so
that the outer diameter of the lead line 15 decreases toward the
distal end. For example, the distal end of the lead line 15 may
be soldered so that the outer diameter decreases toward the
distal end. The distal portion of the lead line 15 does not
necessarily have to be formed so that the outer diameter
decreases toward the distal end.

In the above embodiment, the twenty-four lead lines 15 are
formed so that the lengths of the lead lines from the parts
immovable relative to the stator core 2 (parts inserted in the
end holding portions 135) to the distal ends are all equal.
However, the twenty-four lead lines may have different
lengths.

In the above embodiment, the stator core 2 is provided at
such a position in the stator core locating step that the distance
D1 in the Z direction between the part of each lead line 15 on
the basal portion located in the axial opening of the end
holding portion 135 and the positioning jig 45 is less than or
equal to 10 mm. However, the distance D1 may have a value
larger than 10 mm as far as the lead lines 15 are insertable in
the restraining portions 45a of the positioning jigs 45 radially
moved in the lead line holding step.

In the above embodiment, the restraining portion 45a has
the holding groove 455, which is U-shaped as viewed from
the axial direction, in the bottom part. However, the restrain-
ing portion 45a is not necessarily provided with the holding
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groove 45h. For example, the restraining portion 45a having
no holding groove 4556 may be formed with a V-shaped open-
ing in the direction opposite to the separation direction o
when viewed from the axial direction.

In the above embodiment, the restraining portion 45a has
the guide 45¢ in the opening formed in the direction opposite
to the separation direction a.. However, the restraining portion
45a does not necessarily have to be provided with the guide
45¢. For example, the restraining portion 45a¢ having no guide
45¢ may be formed in a U-shaped opening in the direction
opposite to the separation direction o when viewed from the
axial direction.

In the above embodiment, after the substrate 4 is moved
toward the stator core 2 before the positioning jigs 45 in the
edge inserting step, the substrate 4 and the positioning jigs 45
are moved at the same time toward the stator core 2 in the
positioning jig lowering step. However, the edge inserting
step may be omitted to start the positioning jig lowering step
immediately after the positioning jig lifting step is over. Then,
the distal portions of the lead lines 15 can be aligned with the
connecting portions 4¢ radially and circumferentially so that
the distal end centers of the lead lines 15 are located in the
connecting portions 4¢ when viewed from the axial direction
in the positioning jig lifting step. The distal ends of the lead
lines 15 are thus aligned to the connecting portions 4¢ in the
positioning jig lifting step. Therefore, when the substrate 4
and the positioning jigs 45 are moved toward the stator core 2
along the axial direction of the stator core 2 in the positioning
jiglowering step, the lead lines 15 can be easily inserted in the
connecting portions 4¢ from the axial direction.

In the above embodiment, the connecting portion 4c¢ is a
hole extending through the substrate 4 in the thickness direc-
tion. However, the shape of the connecting portion 4c¢ is not
limited to that of the above embodiment as long as the con-
necting portion 4c¢ is extended through the substrate 4. For
example, connecting portions 8la of a substrate 81 are
formed in the peripheral edge of the substrate body 4a as
illustrated in FIG. 17A. The connecting portions 81a each has
a groove-like shape axially extending through the substrate
body 4a and extending radially. The connecting portions 81a
are circumferentially formed at equal angular intervals. Fur-
ther, the connecting portions 81a formed in a part of the outer
peripheral edge of the substrate body 4a not adjacent to the
external connector 45 are open radially outward. When the
connecting portions 81a are radially open, the substrate 81 is
separated from the stator core 2 by a distance shorter than the
lengths of the lead lines 15 in the substrate locating step.
Then, the substrate lowering step, the positioning jig lifting
step, the edge inserting step, and the positioning jig lowering
step are omitted but the lead line holding step, in which the
lead lines 15 are moved by the positioning jigs 45 along the
direction opposite to the separation direction o (radially
inward direction), is solely performed. Then, the lead lines 15
can be inserted in the connecting portions 81a from the radial
direction, and the distal ends of the lead lines 15 can be
aligned with the connecting portions 81a at the same time.
Since the connecting portions 81a formed in a part of the
peripheral edge of the substrate body 4a adjacent to the exter-
nal connector 45 are also groove-shaped extending in the
radial direction, the lead lines 15 can be inserted in the con-
necting portions 8la in the sequence of steps described
above.

A plurality of connecting portions 82a of a substrate 82
illustrated in FIG. 17B are formed in an peripheral edge ofthe
substrate body 4a in a groove-shaped manner extending axi-
ally through the substrate body 4a. The connecting portions
82a are formed at equal angular intervals in the circumferen-
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tial direction. The connecting portions 82a are extending
radially inward from the peripheral edge of the substrate body
4a and then bent along the circumferential direction. The
connecting portions 82a are thus hook-shaped when viewed
from the axial direction. Further, the connecting portions 82a
formed in a part of the outer peripheral edge of the substrate
body 4a not adjacent to the external connector 4b are open
outward in the radial direction. The lead lines 15 can be
inserted in the connecting portions 82a thus formed in a
manner similar to the insertion of the lead lines 15 in the
connecting portions 81a illustrated in FIG. 17A. The bottom
parts of the connecting portions 82a are circumferentially
separated relative to the openings. Therefore, when the lead
lines 15 are inserted in the connecting portions 824 until they
reach the bottom parts, the lead lines 15 are prevented from
moving out of the connecting portions 824 in the radial direc-
tion. This facilitates the connecting step.

In the above embodiment, the lead lines 15 before being
aligned with the connecting portions 4c are located relative to
the substrate 4 so that the distal ends of the lead lines 15 are
separated outward in the radial direction relative to the con-
necting portions 4¢ to which the lead lines 15 are connected.
However, the lead lines 15 before being aligned with the
connecting portions 4¢ may be located relative to the sub-
strate 4 so that the distal ends of the lead lines 15 are separated
from the connecting portions 4¢ to which the lead lines 15 are
connected in at least one of the radial and circumferential
directions. The separation direction o of the separation of the
distal ends of the lead lines 15 from the connecting portions
4c¢ conforms to a direction extending from the connecting
portions 4¢ toward the edges of the lead lines 15 when viewed
from the axial direction of the stator core 2. For example, the
lead lines 15 before being aligned with the connecting por-
tions 4¢ may be located relative to the substrate 4 so that the
distal ends of the lead lines 15 are separated in the circum-
ferential direction from the connecting portions 4¢ to which
the lead lines 15 are connected. For example, the lead lines 15
before being aligned with the connecting portions 4c may be
located relative to the substrate 4 so that the distal ends of the
lead lines 15 are separated relative to the connecting portions
4c to which the lead lines 15 are connected in a direction tilted
relative to the radial direction (separated in both of the radial
and circumferential directions). In each case, the positioning
jigs 45 are moved in the direction opposite to the separation
direction «, and the lead lines 15 are inserted in the restraining
portions 454 in the lead line holding step. In each case, the
restraining portions 45a are formed in a recessed shape open-
ing in the direction opposite to the separation direction o of
the separation of the edges of the lead lines 15 to the connect-
ing portions 4¢ to allow the lead lines 15 inserted therein to
move in the drawing direction but restrain the lead lines 15
from moving in the direction different to the drawing direc-
tion and orthogonal to the separation direction c.

In the above embodiment, the substrate locating step is
performed after the stator core locating step. However, the
stator core locating step may be performed after the substrate
locating step. In this case, the stator core locating step corre-
sponds to the locating step.

In the above embodiment, after the positioning jigs 45 are
lifted in the positioning jig lifting step, the lengths of the lead
lines 15 protruding from the upper surfaces of the positioning
jigs 45 toward the substrate 4 are 1 mm to 1.5 mm. However,
the lengths are not limited in such a manner. For example, the
lengths of the lead lines 15 protruding from the upper surfaces
of the positioning jigs 45 toward the substrate 4 may be less
than or equal to 1 mm.
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The diameter of the coated conductor wire 14 in the above
embodiment is 0.3 mm. However, the diameter of the coated
conductor wire 14 is not limited in such a manner. For
example, the diameter of the coated conductor wire 14 may be
0.7 mm. The width Wa of the holding groove 455 and the
curvature radius of the bottom part of the holding groove 455
are changed in accordance with the diameter of the coated
conductor wire 14.

In the above embodiment, the thickness of the positioning
jig 45 is less than or equal to 1 mm. However, the thickness of
the positioning jig 45 may be greater than 1 mm.

In the above embodiment, the coils 3 are wound around the
teeth 115 in concentrated windings. As long as the coils 3 are
wound around the teeth 115, the winding is not limited to the
concentrated winding.

The stator 1 in the above embodiment is provided in an
inner rotor brushless motor. However, a stator for an outer
rotor brushless motor may be manufactured by the manufac-
turing method and the manufacturing apparatus according to
the present invention.

The present examples and embodiments are to be consid-
ered as illustrative and not restrictive, and the invention is not
to be limited to the details given herein, but may be modified
within the scope and equivalence of the appended claims.

The invention claimed is:
1. A method for manufacturing a stator, the method com-
prising:

preparing an annular stator core having a circumferential
direction, a radial direction, and an axial direction and
including a plurality of teeth arranged in the circumfer-
ential direction;

preparing a plurality of coils respectively wound around
the teeth, wherein the coils include a plurality of lead
lines drawn in a drawing direction toward outside from
one axial end of the stator core;

preparing a substrate that is arranged to face the one axial
end of the stator core, wherein the substrate includes a
plurality of connecting portions extending through the
substrate in a thickness direction of the substrate and
electrically connected to the lead lines, respectively;

positioning the substrate and the lead lines so that distal
portions of the lead lines are separated in a separation
direction from the corresponding connecting portions,
wherein the separation direction is at least one of the
radial direction and the circumferential direction;

preparing a plurality of positioning jigs, each including a
recessed restraining portion that receives one of the lead
lines, wherein the restraining portion includes an open-
ing directed in a direction opposite to the separation
direction of the corresponding lead line, and the restrain-
ing portion, when receiving the lead line, allows move-
ment of the lead line along the drawing direction and
restricts movement of the lead line in a direction
orthogonal to the separation direction that differs from
the drawing direction;

inserting the lead lines into the restraining portions by
moving the positioning jigs in the direction opposite to
the separation direction;

aligning the distal portions of the lead lines with the cor-
responding connecting portions in the radial direction
and the circumferential direction using the positioning
jigs:

inserting the lead lines into the corresponding connecting
portions; and

electrically connecting the lead lines, which are inserted
into the connecting portions, to the connecting portions.
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2. The method according to claim 1, wherein

when positioning the substrate and the lead lines, the sub-
strate is arranged to face the one axial end of the stator
core so that the thickness direction of the substrate con-
forms to the axial direction and so that the substrate is
spaced apart from the stator core in the axial direction by
a distance that is greater than a length of the lead lines,

when aligning the distal portions of the lead lines with the
connecting portions, the positioning jigs move the distal
portions in the direction opposite to the separation direc-
tion so that centers of the distal portions are arranged in
ranges of the corresponding connecting portions as
viewed from the axial direction, and

when inserting the lead lines into the connecting portions,

the substrate is moved toward the stator core along the
axial direction so that the distal portions are inserted into
the corresponding connecting portions along the axial
direction for arrangement in the connecting portions.

3. The method according to claim 2, wherein when insert-
ing the lead lines into the connecting portions, only the sub-
strate is moved toward the stator core or the substrate and the
positioning jigs are simultaneously moved toward the stator
core so that the distal portions are simultaneously inserted
into the connecting portions along the axial direction for
arrangement in the connecting portions.

4. The method according to claim 1, wherein

the openings each include a guide that has a width in the

direction orthogonal to the separation direction that dif-
fers from the drawing direction, wherein the width
increase toward the direction opposite to the separation
direction, and

when aligning the distal portions, the lead lines are inserted

into the restraining portions from the guides as the posi-
tioning jigs move in the direction opposite to the sepa-
ration direction.

5. The method according to claim 4, wherein

the restraining portions each includes a bottom part defin-

ing aholding groove that is U-shaped as viewed from the
axial direction,

the holding groove is continuous with the guide and opens

in the direction opposite to the separation direction,
the bottom part of the holding groove includes a semicir-

cular inner surface extending along an outer surface of

the corresponding lead line,

the bottom part of the holding groove has a width allowing
for restriction of movement of the corresponding lead
line in the direction orthogonal to the separation direc-
tion that differs from the drawing direction, and

when aligning the distal portions, the lead lines are inserted
into the holding grooves as the positioning jigs are
moved in the direction opposite to the separation direc-
tion.

6. The method according to claim 1, wherein

the lead lines each include a basal portion that is arranged
to be immovable relative to the stator core, and

when aligning the distal portions, the positioning jigs are
moved in the direction opposite to the separation direc-
tion so that parts of the lead lines closer to the basal
portions than longitudinally central parts of the lead
lines are inserted into the restraining portions and so that
parts of the lead lines inserted into the restraining por-
tions are aligned with the connecting portions in the
radial direction and the circumferential direction, and
the positioning jigs are then moved toward the substrate
along the axial direction to align the distal portions with
the connecting portions in the radial direction and the
circumferential direction.
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7. The method according to claim 1, wherein

the lead lines each includes a basal portion that is arranged
to be immovable to the stator core, and

the lead lines each have a length from the basal portion to
the distal portion, and the lengths of the lead lines are the
same.

8. The method according to claim 1, wherein the distal

portions are shaped to be tapered.

9. The method according to claim 1, wherein

the connecting portions each include a part proximal to the
stator core and a part distant from the stator core, and

the proximal part has a larger cross-sectional area than the
distant part.

10. The method according to claim 1, wherein

the coils are each wound around the corresponding tooth in
a concentrated winding,

the number of lead lines is twice the number of the coils,
and the lead lines are arranged at equal angular intervals
along the circumferential direction,

the substrate includes the connecting portions, the number
of which is twice the number of the coils,

each of the connecting portions is a hole extending through
the substrate in the thickness direction,

the connecting portions are arranged at equal angular inter-
vals along the circumferential direction, and

when aligning the distal portions, the positioning jigs are
moved along the radial direction so that the restraining
portions receive the lead lines.

11. The method according to claim 10, wherein

each of the coils includes two of the lead lines, one at a
winding-initiating end and the other at a winding-termi-
nating end, and the two lead lines respectively extend
from two circumferential sides of the corresponding
tooth,

the number of the positioning jigs is equal to the number of
the teeth,

each of the positioning jigs includes two of the restraining
portions respectively facing, in the radial direction, the
two lead lines extending from the corresponding tooth,
and

when aligning the distal portion, the positioning jigs are
moved along the radial direction so that the two restrain-
ing portions of each positioning jig receive the corre-
sponding two lead lines.

12. The method according to claim 1, wherein

the positioning jigs each include a stopper that prevents the
lead line received in the restraining portion from moving
out of the restraining portion, and

when aligning the distal portions, the stoppers prevent the
lead lines from moving out of the restraining portions.

13. The method according to claim 1, wherein

the stator includes an insulator arranged on the stator core
to insulate the stator core from the coils,

the insulator includes an end holding portion located proxi-
mal to the one axial end of the stator core, the end
holding portion holds basal portions of the lead lines so
that the basal portions are immovable relative to the
stator core in the circumferential direction and guide the
lead lines to be tilted relative to the axial direction,

when positioning the substrate and the lead lines, the end
holding portion tilts the lead lines and separates the
distal portions from the connecting portions along the
separation direction.

14. The method according to claim 1, wherein the lead lines

65 are electrically connected to the connecting portions in a state

in which the positioning jigs force the lead lines against inner
surfaces of the connecting portions.



US 9,209,669 B2
27

15. An apparatus for manufacturing a stator, wherein the
stator includes
an annular stator core having a circumferential direction, a
radial direction, and an axial direction and including a
plurality of teeth arranged in the circumferential direc- 3
tion,
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connecting portions along the axial direction for
arrangement in the connecting portions.

18. The apparatus according to claim 15, wherein the open-
ings each include a guide that has a width in the direction
orthogonal to the separation direction that differs from the
drawing direction, and the width increase toward the direction
opposite to the separation direction.

a plurality of coils respectively wound around the teeth,
wherein the coils include a plurality of lead lines drawn
in a drawing direction toward outside from one axial end

19. The apparatus according to claim 18, wherein
the restraining portions each includes a bottom part defin-
ing aholding groove that is U-shaped as viewed from the

of the stator core, 10 ol directi

a substrate arranged to face the one axial end of the stator axial direction, . . .
core, wherein the substrate includes a plurality of con- the. hOIdmg groove 1s continuous with the. gu 1d.e and opens
necting portions extending through the substrate in a in the direction opposite fo the separation dlrectlonf .
thickness direction of the substrate and electrically con- the bottqm part of the holdlng groove includes a semicir-
nected to the lead lines, respectively. 15 cular inner surface extending along an outer surface of

the apparatus comprising', ’ the corresponding lead line, and

a substrate holding tool that positions the substrate to face thefbottom.pa.rt Of?e holding gr ofo Vlf has a width ;Hovilmg
the one axial end of the stator core, wherein the substrate ror r.estrl‘llcttio.n ol movehment 01 t elf OrrespoI m%. ca
holding tool holds the substrate so that distal portions of 1ne Hﬁt Z. ﬁfr ect;on orltl o(igona. to 5 ¢ separation direc-
the lead lines are separated in a separation direction from 20 » 0t1;1111t at dilfers Irom (ti.e rawin.g 11r§ Ctl%n' .
the corresponding connecting portions, wherein the h : ) Ze;pparatus aceon (ling tl? clam ibYV erlen.l h
separation direction is at least one of the radial direction the lead lines aredarr anged {0 be immovable relative o the
and the circumferential direction; stato.r core, an . .. .

a plurality of positioning jigs, each including a recessed the positioning jigs are moved in the direction opposite to
restraining portion that receives one of the lead lines, 25 the separation dlre.c tion so that parts of the lead lines
wherein the restraining portion includes an opening closer to ba.sal portions than.longltudmally gentral parts
directed in a direction opposite to the separation direc- of the lead lines are inserted into t.he festraiiing portions
tion of the corresponding lead line, and the restraining and 50 .that parts of the. lead ll.nes inserted 1nto the
portion, when receiving the lead line, allows movement r.estral.mng port1qns are ahgn ed with the cqnnectlng por-
of the lead line along the drawing direction and restricts 3¢ tions mn the radial d1r ection and the circumferential
movement of the lead line in a direction orthogonal to direction, and the positioning jigs are then moved tovyard
the separation direction that differs from the drawing the substrate along the axial direction to align the distal
direction portions with the connecting portions in the radial direc-

wherein the positioning jigs are moved in the direction » IU%E and the cucumfeffntlal dllr e.ctlolrg herei
opposite to the separation direction to insert the lead 33 - Lhe apparatus according to claim 15, wherein .
lines into the restraining portions, and the positioning the coils are each unnq around the corresponding tooth in
jigs then align the distal portions of the lead lines with a concentrat.ed Wmdmg’ .
the corresponding connecting portions in the radial each of the coils includes two of the lead lines, one at a
direction and the circumferential direction winding-initiating end and the other at a winding-termi-

16. The apparatus according to claim 15, wherein 40 nating end, and the two lead lines respectively extend

the substrate holding tool holds the substrate so that the fronlll two circumferential sides of the corresponding
substrate is arranged to face the one axial end of the tootn, . . .
stator core and the thickness direction of the substrate the subst.rate. mCIPldeS the connecting portions, the number
conforms to the axial direction, and the substrate holding of which is tWICE.: the n“?nber. of the coils, .
tool holds the substrate so that the substrate is spaced 45 eachofthe connecting portions 1s .ahol.e extending through
apart from the stator core in the axial direction by a the substrate in the.: thlc.knes.s direction, .
distance that is greater than a length of the lead lines the number of lead lines is twice the number of the coils,

the positioning jigs move the distal portions in the direction aild thehl eaq lines fare ar.ralnég.ed at equal angular intervals
opposite to the separation direction so that centers of the along the circumlerential direction, C
distal portions are arranged in ranges of the correspond- 50 the connecting portions, the number of which is twice the
ing connecting portions as viewed from the axial direc- number of the C.Olls’ are arre}nge(.i at e?qual angular inter-
tion. and vals along the circumferential direction,

the substrate holding tool moves so as to move the substrate the 1111 um‘bfif of the positioning jigs is equal to the number of
toward the stator core along the axial direction so that the theteeth, ..

55  each of the positioning jigs includes two of the restraining

distal portions are inserted into the corresponding con-
necting portions along the axial direction for arrange-
ment in the connecting portions.

17. The apparatus according to claim 16, wherein

only the substrate holding tool is moved toward the stator
core or the substrate holding tool and the positioning jigs
are simultaneously moved toward the stator core so that
the distal portions are simultaneously inserted into the

portions each receiving the two lead lines extending
from the corresponding tooth.
22. The apparatus according to claim 15, wherein the posi-

tioning jigs each include a stopper that prevents the lead line

60 received in the restraining portion from moving out of the

restraining portion.



